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BorouQb  of  f>ove. 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY,  1920. 


Aspect 

Facing  South  and  West. 

Height  above  Sea  Level 

From  190  feet  to  22  feet  at  the  Sea-wall. 

Area  

l,594,7o  acres. 

Water  Supply 

Obtained  from  Chalk  Downs  ; pure  and 
well  aerated. 

Drainage  

Water-carriage  system  ; modern. 

Rateable  Value 

1920— £429,467. 

(For  Birth  Rate,  46,204. 
Population  | For  Death  Rate,  45,909. 


Birth-rate  

15*5. 

Death-rate  

1165. 

Infantile  Mortality  ...  48  per  1,000  births. 


^Sorougb  of  J>ooe. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  1920. 


To  the  Council  of  the  Borough  of  Hove. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  good  reputation  of  Hove  as  a healthy  town  has  been 
maintained  during  the  year  1920  ; there  are  no  matters  endangering 
its  health  to  which  I need  cal]  attention. 

The  most  troublesome  sanitary  problem  in  recent  years,  viz., 
the  disposal  of  house  refuse,  has  at  last  been  brought  to  a satisfac- 
tory solution  ; and  the  Crusher  Works  are  in  process  of  erection. 

The  one  exceptional  fact  in  the  statistics  is  the  increased 
number  of  births,  which  is  the  highest  hitherto  recorded  ; this  has 
not  been  accompanied  by  any  increase  in  the  infantile  death  rate. 

The  erection  of  houses  under  the  Council's  Housing  Scheme 
has  not  yet  begun,  but  this  is  not  the  fault  of  the  Council. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  civilian 
population  for  1920  as  45,909  ; an  increase  on  that  of  1919  by 
1,760. 

The  estimate  used  for  calculating  the  birth-rate,  and  including 
all  persons  in  the  Borough  is  46,204. 

judging  from  the  number  of  occupied  houses  and  flats,  this 
appears  to  me  to  be  too  low  an  estimate  ; next  year  the  rates  of 
births  and  deaths  should  be  accurate. 

Births. — The  registered  births  were  757,  but  many  children 
born  in  Hove  belonged  to  other  districts  ; by  subtracting  these 
and  adding  children  of  Hove  residents  born  elsewhere,  the  number 
is  reduced  to  719,  of  whom  345  were  boys  and  374  girls. 

The  birth-rate  was  15.5. 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  34  (4.7  per  cent,  of  all  births). 

This  is  the  highest  number  of  births  recorded  for  Hove  since 
1899,  when  there  were  731. 

In  1886  the  birth-rate  was  23.0  ; in  1899  it  was  20.27  ; from 
1901  the  rate  fell  until  1910,  when  it  was  15.0  ; since  that  vear 
it  has  varied  a great  deal,  being  lowest  in  1917  and  1919. 

The  births  always  exceeded  the  deaths  until  1913  ; in  the 
years  1915  to  1919  the  loss  by  excess  of  deaths  over  births  was 
380  ; in  1920  the  births  exceeded  the  deaths  by  184. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  among  Hove  residents,  some  of  which 
occurred  in  other  places,  numbered  535  ; 205  males,  330  females. 
The  death-rate  was  11.65  ; that  of  England  and  Wales  was  12.4. 

The  proportion  of  deaths  of  persons  over  65  years  of  age  was 
slightly  lower  than  in  1919,  being  51.5  per  cent,  of  all  deaths.  The 
infantile  death-rate  was  48  per  1,000  births. 

Causes  of  Death.  Hove,  1920. 

Males.  Females. 


Measles 

5 

4 

Whooping  Cough 

3 

— 

Diphtheria 

4 

1 

Influenza 

3 

4 

Erysipelas 

l 

1 

Pulmonary  T uberculosis 

9 

12 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

2 

— 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . . 

2 

3 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

35 

70 

Meningitis 

. . . — 

* * • 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

,,,  24 

fH 

37 

5 


,es  of  Death — continued. 

Males. 

Female? 

Bronchitis 

« 0 • 

10 

16 

Pneumonia 

• • « 

6 

12' 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

. . « 

5 

3 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

, , . 

1 

1 

Appendicitis  ... 

• • . 

4 

1 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

• • • 

1 

3. 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

• • • 

8 

10 

Puerperal  Fever 

. . . 

— 

1 

Parturition,  apart  from  Puerperal  Fever 

9 

. . . Li 

Congenital  Debility  ... 

* . . 

9 

1 3 

Violence,  apart  from  Suicide 

* • • 

2 

5 

Suicide  ... 

• • • 

7 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

. • « 

— 

1 

Other  defined  diseases 

• • • 

63 

131 

Causes  ill-defined 

1 

205  330 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Water  Supply  and  Drainage.— There  has  been  no  change  in 

these. 

House  Refuse. — The  methods  of  collection  and  disposal  of 
house  refuse  have  been  constantly  under  your  consideration. 

Owing  to  the  increasing  number  of  flats,  and  the  occupation 
of  houses  by  more  than  one  family,  the  collection  becomes  more 
difficult  each  year  ; many  bins  are  kept  upstairs,  sometimes  up 
a great  many  stairs,  and  those  so  placed  that  it  is  no  easy  matter 
to  carry  the  bins  safely  down. 

To  overcome  this  you  have  made  bye-laws,  by  the  use  of  which 
the  occupier  may  be  called  upon  to  place  the  sanitary  bin  in  an 
accessible  position.  The  applicability  of  these  bye-laws  have  vet 
to  be  considered. 

The  refuse  has  of  late  years  been  collected  only  once  a week  ; 
before  the  war  it  was  removed  twice  a week  from  all  parts  in  the 
summer  months  ; during  1920  many  requests  were  received  for 
removal  twice  a week,  and  as  this  appeared  to  be  advisable  for 
health’s  sake,  in  certain  premises,  it  has  been  carried  out. 

Steam  wagons,  holding  about  3 tons  of  refuse,  have  been 
used,  supplemented  by  a horse  and  cart  ; electrically  driven 
wagons  of  smaller  size  have  been  ordered. 

The  disposal  problem  has  been  finally  settled  ; a new  building 
to  take  4 crushing  machines,  with  rooms  for  sorting  and  storing 
bottles,  etc.,  is  in  process  of  erection. 
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During  this  year  two-thirds  of  the  refuse  has  been  deposited 
in  different  places  ; two  of  the  sites  chosen  were  found  to  be  un- 
suitable and  had  to  be  given  up  : since  May  suitable  land  has  been 
used,  which  gives  rise  to  no  nuisance,  and  will  take  ail  the  supply 
until  the  crushers  are  ready. 

One-third  of  the  refuse  has  been  passed  through  the  old 
crusher,  which  has  worked  well  all  through  the  year  ; most  of  the 
product  has  been  got  rid  of  by  rail  under  arrangement  with  a 
contractor  who  supplies  it  to  farmers.  More  could  have  been 
thus  disposed  of ; some  has  been  given  to  residents  for  use  on 
allotment  gardens. 

The  value  of  this  crushed  material  as  manure,  especially  on 
heavy  day  land  is  becoming  more  appreciated  ; the  Hove  refuse 
is  all  the  richer  because  of  the  garden  refuse  which  is  collected 
with  ordinary  house  refuse. 

The  quantity  of  house  retuse  collected  in  1920  wras  : — 


January  ... 

W agon 
Loads. 

308 

Cart 

Loads. 

91 

July 

W agon 
Loads. 

304 

Cart 

Loads. 

45 

February  ... 

269 

75 

August 

284 

44 

March 

308 

67 

September 

296 

32 

April 

284 

60 

October 

292 

32 

May 

279 

42 

November.. . 

295 

38 

June 

294 

27 

December 

282 

117 

Total : 

3,495 

wagon 

loads  ; 670  cart 

loads. 

The  wagon  loads  weigh  on  an  average  3 tons,  as  much  of  the 
material  is  light.  The  total  weight  of  refuse  was  probably  10,821 
tons. 

The  amount  taken  to  the  Crushing  Machine  was  3,896  tons, 
which  produced  3,450  tons  of  crushed  refuse. 

X 7 

Fifty  tons  of  tins  were  sent  to  London,  realising  a profit  of 
C82  18s.  lOd. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
ANNUAL  STATEMENT. 

Prepared  by  Mr.  H.  Herriott,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Statistics  of  Inspections,  Nuisances,  etc. 

Number  of  houses  or  premises  inspected  ...  ...  ...  1,518 

,,  premises  visited  by  house-to-house  inspection 

under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  ...  574 

„ houses  or  premises  in  which  defects  were  found  802 
defects  or  nuisances  found  to  exist  ...  ...  3,175 

houses  or  premises  inspected  from  complaints 

received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  388 


Nil. 


Number  of  houses  or  premises  inspected  after  complaints, 

and  no  nuisances  found  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  visits  in  respect  of  illness  ...  ...  ...  176 

,,  - visits  to  disinfect  rooms  or  removal  of  bedding 

for  disinfection  ...  ...  ...  ...  376 

,,  visits  for  sundry  purposes  ...  ...  ...  1,612 

,,  re-visits  to  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,494 

,,  statutory  notices  issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  115 

,,  preliminary  and  verbal  notices  issued  for  the 

abatement  of  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  875 

,,  visits  to  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milkshops  ...  133 

,,  visits  to  provision  shops  ...  ...  ...  1,479 

,,  smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

The  undermentioned  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year  ; being  the  result  of  notices  issued  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  : — 

Number  of  drains  reconstructed  during  the  year  (total)  ...  4 

,,  drains  defective  and  unventilated ; recon- 

structed and  ventilated 

,,  drains  insufficiently  ventilated;  sufficiently 

ventilated 

,,  drains,  channels  or  dishing  to  gully  traps  repair- 
ed ; defective  drain  traps  remedied ; defect- 
ive or  unsealed  chamber  covers  remedied  . . . 

„ choked  drains,  w.c's  or  drain  traps  cleared  and 

cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

,,  defective  soil  or  ventilating  pipes  remedied  ...  43 

,,  rain-water  pipes  or  guttering  defective  or  choked, 

or  connected  directly  to  drain  or  soil-pipe ; 
repaired,  cleared  or  disconnected  from  drain 
,,  defective  water  closets  repaired,  cleansed,  or 

new  water  closets  provided  ... 

,,  closets  or  urinals  with  defective  flushing  cisterns 

or  inefficient  water  supply  remedied  ...  107 

midden  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

premises  with  sanitary  conveniences  not  properly 
screened,  or  not  separate  for  sexes ; 
additional  conveniences  provided,  or  proper 
arrangements  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

defective  sinks,  baths  or  lavatory  basins  repaired 

or  replaced  by  new  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

defective  or  choked  waste  pipes  and  traps 

remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

yards,  areas,  and  wash-houses  re-paved  or  paving 

repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 
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Number  of  yards  and  areas  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  19 

,,  houses  or  l ooms  overcrowded  ; overcrowding 

abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

rooms,  passages  or  staircases  cleansed  and 
renovated,  and  rooms  containing  dirty  or 
verminous  bedding  cleansed  ...  ...  1,324 

„ rooms  insufficiently  ventilated  or  lighted  ...  4b 
,,  rooms  having  defective  flooring,  or  the  air 

space  under  floors  insufficiently  or  not 
ventilated  or  defective  staircases  remedied  58 
„ defective  roofs,  chimneys,  ceilings,  doors,  win- 
dows or  walls  remedied  ...  ...  ...  394 

,,  defective  firegrates,  flues  or  coppers  remedied  31 

,,  houses  without  proper  water  supply  ; supply 
provided ; or  defective  service  pipes  re- 
medied ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

. ,,  insufficient  ashpits  or  dustbins  remedied  ...  195 

,,  manure  pits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

„ accumulations  of  manure  or  of  other  refuse  re- 
moved ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

,,  animal  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

,,  smoke  nuisances  abated  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Elementary  Schools.— The  infants’  schools  suffered  severely  in 
the  early  months  from  measles,  the  last  epidemic  of  wdiich  came  in 
1917.  The  East  Hove  School  was  closed  for  1 week  from  March 
22nd  after  the  first  case  there  was  reported,  but  the  disease  was 
too  widely  spread  in  the  town,  and  other  cases  followed. 

It  was  considered  that  closure  of  other  schools  would  be 
useless. 

There  were  a few  cases  of  Whooping  Cough  in  March,  July 
and  September. 

Most  of  the  visits  paid  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  were 
on  account  of  Diphtheria  ; and  these  were  rather  to  find  out  if 
many  scholars  were  harbourers  of  the  Diphtheria  bacilli  than 
because  there  was  any  evidence  of  infection  through  school  attend- 
ance. 

Very  few  cases  of  infectious  disease,  with  the  exception  of 
Measles,  could  be  traced  to  school  infection  ; a fact  which  reflects 
credit  on  the  care  of  the  teachers,  both  as  regards  scholars  who 
are  not  well,  and  the  ventilation  of  the  class  rooms. 

FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. — Few  complaints  were  received  respecting  the 
quality  of  milk  ; the  analyst's  reports  show  that  the  amount  of 
cream  in  the  tested  samples  was  fairly  good. 
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The  premises  where  milk  is  kept  in  the  Borough  are  very 
satisfactory.  What  dirt  is  found  in  milk  comes  from  the  farms  ; 
the  dairymen  are  keener  to  get  their  milk  sent  in  clean. 

One  dairyman  has  been  licensed  for  the  sale  of  Grade  A milk, 
and  has  fitted  up  sterilising  apparatus  at  his  depot. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  and  1917. — No  samples 

were  specially  purchased. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1919. — -Fresh  and  dried 
milk  is  supplied  at  the  Welfare  Centre  as  a part  of  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Scheme,  and  not  under  this  Order. 

Other  Foods.  —There  was  no  seizure  of  meat  or  other  foods. 

The  following  were  surrendered  to  the  Inspector  as  unfit  for 
food  and  were  destroyed,  viz.  : — 

1 Fore-quarter  and  other  portions  of  beef,  weighing 
203  lbs. 

1 Carcase  of  veal,  weighing  55  lbs. 

A quantity  of  pieces  of  bacon,  weighing  162  lbs. 

A quantity  of  butter,  weighing  81  lbs. 

97  Frozen  rabbits. 

1 Case  of  Norwegian  herrings. 

119  Tins  of  condensed  milk. 

18  Tins  of  corned  beef,  weighing  75  lbs. 

5 Cases  of  pears. 

A quantity  of  apples,  weighing  110  lbs. 

33  Boxes  of  Tangerine  oranges. 

Slaughterhouses.— There  is  none  in  the  district. 

Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act. — The  samples  analvsed  were  : 
New  milk,  122  ; Butter  (informal),  1 ; Condensed  Milk  (informal),  1. 

Seven  samples  of  milk  were  deficient  in  fat,  one  to  the  extent 
ot  14  per  cent  ; one  to  4 per  cent.  ; the  others  less  than  3 per  cent.  ; 
one  sample  contained  only  8.3  per  cent,  of  solids  not  fat,  but  more 
than  3 of  fat. 

One  milk  was  artificially  coloured,  although  rich  in  cream. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  in  the  worst  case,  and  a fine 
was  imposed  ; warning  letters  were,  sent  to  the  other  vendors 
whose  milk  was  below  the  standard. 

The  condensed  milk  sample  was  of  a dark  orange  colour  and 
contained  semi-solid  masses  ; there  appeared  to  be  nothing  wrong 
with  the  contents  by  analysis.  Enquiries  showed  that  it  was 
tinned  in  Australia,  and  should  have  been  consumed  there. 

The  average  amount  of  fat  found  in  all  samples  of  milk  was 
3.37  per  cent. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Home  Work. 

1. — INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND 

WORKPLACES. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

130 

20 

Nil 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

562 

98 

n 

Workplaces  

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

65 

9 

n 

Total  

757 

127 

Nil 

2. — DEFECTS  FOUND  IN  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS 

AND  WORKPLACES. 


Number 

of  Defects. 

Referred 

Number  of 

Particulars. 

to  H.M. 

Prosecu- 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Inspector. 

tions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

bnusances  under  the  Public  Health 

i 

Acts : — * 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

47 

47 

1 

Want  of  Ventilation 

10 

10 

Overcrowding 

u 

3 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

2 

2 

' 

Other  Nuisances  ... 

156 

156 

t Sanitary  ( insufficient 

6 

6 

accommo-I  unsuitable  or  defective 

27 

27 

elation  (not  separate  for  sexes 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 

shop  Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground bakehouse  (s.  101) 
Breach  of  special  sanitary  re- 

t 

1 

^ Nil 

1 

: 

quirements  for  bakehouses 
(ss.  97  to  100)  

I 

i 

Other  Offences  ... 

J 

1 O tell  •••  • • • ••• 

256 

256 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3.  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  Act  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts. 


f Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  by  the  Hove 
Council ; the  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  of  sanitary  convenience  accommodation  for 
factories  and  workshops  is  determined  by  the  Sanitary  Accommodation  Order  of  1902. 
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4. — REGISTER®  i ) WOR  KSH  OPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

(1) 

N umber. 

(3) 

Workshops... 

. . , 

230 

Domestic  Workshops 

... 

200 

Workshop  Laundries 

... 

1 2 

Domestic  Laundries 

... 

12 

Workshop  Bakehouses  ... 

...  ...  ... 

14 

Workplaces 

...  ...  ... 

52 

Total  number  of  workshops  on  Register 

520 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Class. 

(1) 

Number. 

(3) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories: — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Acts 
(s.  133) 

24 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M. 
Inspector  as  remediable  under  the. 
Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

Notified  by  H.M. 

Inspector 

Reports  (of  action 
taken)  sent  to 
^ H.M.  Inspector 

Nil 

Other 

... 

Nil 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  : — 
In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  ... 


13 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  most  serious  infectious  disease  in  this  year  was  Measles  ; 
cases  occurred  in  2 infants’  schools  in  the  first  week  after 
re-opening  in  January  ; numerous  cases  were  reported  throughout 
February ' and  March,  fewer  in  April some  in  May  and  June. 


Cases  Notified,  1920. 
Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Diphtheria 
Puerperal  Fever 
Erysipelas 
Enteric  Fever 
Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 
Cerebro-Spinal  Fever... 

Malaria 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Pneumonia 


38 

70 

1 

13 

o 

0 

1 

3 
1 
8 

4 
10 


Total 


150 


Scarlet  Fever.— Nearly  all  the  cases  were  mild  in  character, 
which  in  many  was  so  unlike  the  typical  illness  that  it  was  difficult 
to  decide  on  the  diagnosis.  Probably  many  were  not  reported  ; 
some  doubtful  cases  were  isolated  at  home  for  short  periods  only 
with  satisfactory  results.  These  anomalous  attacks  of  fever  with 
a rash  have  been  more  common  in  recent  years,  and  appear  to 
have  the  usual  symptoms  of  neither  Scarlet  Fever  nor  German 
Measles. 

Diphtheria. — The  continued  occurrence  of  cases  was  due  to 
some  being  “ missed,”  or  to  cairiers,  for  whom  persistent  search 
was  made.  The  schools  were  visited  ; in  some  all  the  scholars 
were  examined,  in  others  particular  classes,  throat  and  nose  swabs 
being  taken  from  any  suspicious  children.  Contacts  of  reported 
cases  were  swabbed,  and  many  highly  infectious  persons,  mostly 
children,  were  discovered. 

The  School  Medical  Officer  arranged  for  a period  of  some 
weeks  to  have  swabs  taken  from  all  scholars  absent  on  account  of 
illness  ; some  carriers  were  found  in  this  way. 

The  result  of  the  examination  of  these  throat  and  nose  swabs 
from  contacts  and  scholars  has  given  me  entire  confidence  in  this 
proceeding  as  the  best  method  of  stopping  the  spread  of  Diphtheria. 

One  child  who  had  been  away  from  school  for  5 weeks  on 
account  of  a supposed  cold,  and  had  played  in  the  streets  for 
3 weeks,  then  deyeloped  Diphtheritic  Paralysis  ; one  child  was 
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reported  from  London  soon  after  he  had  left  Hove,  and  on  enquiry 
it  was  found  that  the  children  of  that  house,  and  of  an  adjoining 
house,  had  all  been  ill  with  Diphtheria,  and  were  in  an  infectious 
-state. 

Enteric  Fever. — In  addition  to  the  3 notified,  another  was 
reported  from  a neighbouring  town,  to  which  she  had  gone  when 
ill.  Nothing  could  be  found  to  point  to  the  cause  of  any  of  the 
cases  ; the  disease  was  in  I case  due  to  the  typhoid  bacillus  ; and 
in  2 to  the  paratyphoid  B bacillus  ; the  organism  in  the  other  was 
not  isolated. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — The  one  patient  notified  subse- 
quently died  from  another  disease  ; one  died  from  this  cause  who 
had  not  been  notified. 

Tuberculosis. — 101  new  cases  were  notified,  of  whom  24  were 
-children  in  convalescent  homes,  not  belonging  to  Hove.  In  the 
remaining  77  the  parts  of  the  body  affected  were  : — 

Lungs  ...  49  (24  men,  24  women,  l boy). 

Skin'  ...  2 

Eye  ...  8 (all  children) 

Bones  ...  7 (all  children) 

Glands  ...  10  (1  adult,  9 children) 

Peritoneum  I (child) 

There  were  29  deaths  registered  from  this  cause  ; 2 of  these 
died  in  the  Asylum,  1 in  the  Union  Infirmary,  1 in  another  town 
(from  Meningitis).  All  but  1 of  the  others  had  been  notified  ; 2 
during  1920,  and  the  others  in  previous  years. 

On  receiving  a notification  of  Tuberculosis,  the  house  is  visited 
unless  on  enquiry  from  the  medical  attendant  this  appears  un- 
necessary ; the  circumstances  are  enquired  into,  and  any  possible 
help  is  given.  Some  persons  are  put  into  touch  with  the  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  of  the  County  Council  with  a view  to  getting  treat- 
ment in  Sanatoiia,  others  are  given  extra  nourishment,  and  all 
get  advice  as  to  the  precautions  to  be  taken. 

The  health  of  other  members  of  the  household  is  noted,  and 
any  not  in  good  health  are  advised  to  seek  medical  attendance, 
which  may  be  obtained  free  in  such  circumstances  at  the  Tuber- 
culosis Dispensary. 

There  are  now  under  observation  66  persons  with  disease  of 
the  lung,  3 of  the  spine  and  3 of  the  hip  ; 31  cases  have  been  in 
Sanatoria  during  the  year. 

Seven  boys  with  suspected  or  actual  disease  of  the  lung  were 
admitted  to  the  Borough  Sanatorium  for  varying  periods  ; 1 died, 
the  others  were  much  benefited  and  have  remained  well.  1 adoles- 
cent with  abscess  of  the  knee,  and  2 women  with  advanced  disease 


were  also  admitted.  10  persons  were  assisted  by  extra  nourish- 
ment at  home. 

Public  interest  was  aroused  in  the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
and  the  care  of  those  suffering  from  it  by  a public  meeting  arranged 
by  the  local  branches  of  the  Women’s  Local  Government  Associa- 
tion and  the  British  Red  Cross  Society. 

The  Sanitary  Committee  had  under  consideration  the  measures 
now  adopted,  and  the  possibility  of  others  which  seemed  desirable, 
on  a report  presented  by  me,  reviewing  the  whole  subject.  It  was 
resolved  to  refer  the  report  to  the  County  Council,  as  the  Local 
Authority  responsible  for  the  control  of  Tuberculosis,  jointly  with 
the  Local  Councils. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

I.  — Midwifery. 

The  following  is  a return  of  the  work  done  in  1920  by  Miss  A. 
Hipkins,  C.M.B.,  who  is  Inspector  of  Midwives  and  Senior  Health 
Visitor : — 

Midwives  Practising  in  Hove  : Sixteen  notified  their  inten- 
tion to  practice.  9 of  these  were  on  the  staff  of  the  Women’s 
Hospital  ; 2 were  Queen’s  Nurses  practising  in  Portslade  ; 1 was 
not  on  the  Midwives’  Roll.  Of  the  other  4,  only  2 attended  cases. 

Visits  of  Inspection  Made  : 13. 

Notices  Received  : 

Stillbirths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Obtaining  Medical  Help  for  Mother  ...  39 

Obtaining  Medical  Help  for  Child  ..  ...  15 

Inability  to  breast-feed  the  child  ...  ...  3 

II.  — Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Scheme  of  Welfare  Work  arranged  in  1919,  and  set  out 
in  the  Report  for  that  year,  has  been  carried  out  more  fully  in  1920, 
in  the  following  directions  : — 

(a)  Health  Visiting. — A second  all-time  Health  Visitor 

directly  under  the  Council,  was  appointed  in  October  ; 
this  was  partly  required  on  account  of  having  2 sessions 
of  the  Welfare  Centre  each  week,  and  partly  by  the  need 
for  more  clerical  assistance. 

(b)  Welfare  Centre. — Since  October  this  has  been  opened  on 

two  afternoons  for  weighing,  consultation,  etc. 

(c)  Ante-Natal  Clinic. — Which  began  in  April,  1919,  has  a 

gradually  increasing  attendance. 

(d)  Lying-in  Home.— The  first  case  was  admitted  in  May, 

and  the  Home  is  now  in  good  working  order. 

(e)  Day  Nursery  (not  under  the  Council). — The  old  Creche 

has  been  replaced  by  a well-equipped  Nursery,  which 
was  opened  in  February,  1921. 
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The  question  is  asked  sometimes  whether  any  good  is  done  by 
this  work.  The  best  answer  will  be  found  by  visiting  the  Welfare 
Centre  on  Wednesday  or  Friday  afternoon. 

Statistics  do  not  show  everything  immediately  ; the  benefit 
may  not  appear  until  the  next  generation,  but  here  are  the  avail- 
able figures. 

Infantile  Mortality  in  Past  Years. 


1896-1900 

Deaths  from  all  causes, 
per  1,000  births. 

147 

Average  deaths  from 
Diarrhoea.  Bronchitis  and 

Pneumonia. 

30  ...  16 

1901-1905 

118 

23 

10 

1906-1910 

106 

12 

11 

(Health  Visiting  begun  in  1908) 
1911-1915  ...  ...  91 

13 

7 

(Welfare  Centre 

1916-1920 

begun  1916) 

63 

5 

5 

These  seem  to  show  a definite  saving  of  infant  life  ; what  they 
do  not  show  is  the  number  of  children  who  have  grown  up  healthy 
instead  of  being  delicate  or  rickety. 

Ratepayers  should  realise  that  important  parts  of  the  Welfare 
Scheme,  and  a large  part  of  the  Welfaie  Centre  work,  are  under- 
taken by  men  and  women,  especially  women,  who  do  it  for  the 
sake  of  the  children,  without  praise  or  publicity  ; without  this  help, 
the  Council  would  require  to  increase  its  staff  and  expenditure. 


Births. 


STATISTICS,  1920. 


Registered  : Legitimate,  720  ; Illegitimate,  37  ; Total,  757. 
Notified  : Live  births,  705  ; Still  births,  20  ; Total,  725. 

By  medical  practitioners,  245 ; by  midwives,  380  ; in 
Nursing  homes,  84  ; by  parents  or  friends,  16. 

Infant  Deaths. 

Number  : Legitimate,  28  ; Illegitimate,  7 ; Total,  35. 

Rate  per  1,000  births:  Legitimate;  39;  Illegitimate,  206  ; 
Total,  48. 

The  ages  at  death  were  : Under  1 week,  16  ; under  3 month,  6 ; 
under  3 months,  9 * over  3 months,  4. 


The  causes  ot  death  were  : 

Prematurity  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Serious  Congenital  defects  ...  ...  ...  5 

Marasmus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Accidents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


How  many  of  these  deaths  were  preventable  ? In  the  widest 
•sense  all  were  ; as  far  as  care  after  birth  is  concerned,  there  was 
no  obvious  neglect  in  any  which  were  known  to  the  Health  Visitor. 
Of  the  4 marasmic  babies,  2 were  in  well-to-do  families,  S was 
illegitimate,  the  other  had  good  care  ; of  the  3 who  died  from 
diarrhoea,  I was  born  and  died  in  a nursing  home,  1 was  of  well- 
to-do  parents,  the  other  had  good  care.  The  most  serious  loss,  of 
life  is  due  to  prematurity  ; the  deaths  from  this  cause  have  been 
numerous  for  many  years  in  Hove.  Enquiries  are  made,  where 
possible,  to  find  out  the  cause  ; most  of  them  were  among  the 
working-class  population . 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

It  was  agreed  by  the  Council  to  appoint  a second  all-time 
Nurse  from  October  1st  to  replace  one  of  the  Queen’s  Nurses  who 
had  given  2 days  a week  to  this  work. 

V J J 

The  number  ot  visits  is  slightly  larger  than  last  year,  but  those 
to  infants  are  fewer  on  account  of  the  epidemic  of  Measles  in  the 
spring,  when  the  Health  Visitors  gave  most  of  their  time  to  children 
suffering  from  that  disease. 

Visits  Paid. 

To  expectant  mothers,  146. 

To  infants  under  1 year:  First  visits,  370;  Total,  IJ>94. 

To  children,  1-5  years,  1,479. 

To  cases  of  whooping  cough,  14. 

To  cases  of  measles,  444. 

Total  visits  1920,  4,147. 


CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


Clarendon  Villas  Mission  Hall — Wednesday  and  Friday. 

Owing  to  the  increased  number  attending  the  Centre  has  been 
open  in  the  last  3 months  on  2 days  a week  for  Mothers  and  Children. 


The  weekly  average  attendance  of  Mothers  was  : 
In  6 months,  July -December,  1919 
,,  January- June,  1920  ... 

,,  ,,  July-December,  1920 

The  figures  for  the  year  1920  are  : — 

Number  of  sessions 

Total  attendances  of  mothers... 

,,  ,,  ,,  infants  ... 

,,  ,,  ,,  older  children  ... 

Average  number  of  mothers  at  each  session — 

J anuary-Septeraber 
October-December 

Number  of  individual  mothers  who  attended 


62.5 

82.5 

94.5 


65 

4,585 


87 

49 

338 
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Portslade  Hall  (combined  with  Portslade  Welfare  Centre) — 
Number  of  sessions  ..  ..  ..  ..  ...  50 

Total  attendances  of  mothers...  ...  ...  ...  104 

„ ,,  ,,  infants  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

„ „ ,,  older  children  ...  ...  ...  37 

Number  of  individual  mothers  who  attended  ...  23 


Sewing  and  Instruction  Class — 

Number  of  sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Average  attendance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  (Clarendon  Villas) — 

Number  of  sessions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  151 

Maximum  on  one  day  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Individual  patients  ...  ..  ...  ...  ...  40 

Needing  advice  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Needing  treatment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Treated  at  Clinic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Referred  to  private  doctor  or  hospital  ...  ...  8 


Dr.  Florence  Edmonds  has  attended  on  alternate  Thursdays 
at  5 p.m.  She  remarks  that  many  of  the  patients  are  suffering  badly 
from  Pyorrhoea  (abcesses  of  the  gums)  ; the}7  are  told  and  shown 
how  to  cleanse  their  teeth  properly,  and  are  advised  to  go  to  the 
Dental  Hospital  for  treatment. 

The  work  of  this  Clinic  has  increased  steadily,  if  slowly.  I 
believe  much  good  has  been  done,  and  the  number  attending  will 
increase  as  its  meaning  becomes  better  known. 

Arrangement  with  School  Clinic. 

The  Education  Committee  have  allowed  children  from  the 
Welfare  Centre  to  receive  treatment  for  defects  of  the  eyes,  skin 
and  teeth,  and  for  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  at  the  School 
Clinic  ; fees  being  paid  to  the  doctor  who  treats  them. 

During  this  year  5 cases  were  operated  on  for  tonsils  and 
adenoids,  two  had  teeth  attended  to,  and  one  was  treated  for 
ringworm. 

Food  and  Milk  Supplied— 1920. 

Number  of  expectant  or  nursing  mothers  who  were  given  free 
dinners,  19;  dinners  supplied,  1,040. 

Dried  milk:  Total,  5,3  20  lbs.;  free,  1,531  lbs. 

Fresh  milk  : Total  cost,  £259  3s.  lOd. 

The  Maternity  Home  was  ready  on  April  25th,  and  the  first 
case  was  admitted  on  May  29th.  During  the  year  17  women  from 
Hove  have  been  admitted,  15  on  account  of  the  unsatisfactory  con- 
dition of  their  homes,  2 for  antenatal  complications  ; 16  babies 
were  born. 
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Medical  assistance  was  required  for  4 cases  ; there  was  no  case 
of  puerperal  fever  or  ophthalmia. 

This  Home  has  three  beds  for  normal  cases  of  confinement  and 
is  provided  for  those  who  have  not  proper  accommodation  or  con- 
venience at  home  ; it  is  a branch  of  the  Women's  Hospital,  Brighton,, 
the  staff  of  which  are  responsible  for  the  care  and  treatment  or 
the  inmates. 

The  fees  are  2 guineas  per  week,  but  part  of  this  is  remitted 
if  the  applicant  is  not  able  to  pay  so  much  ; the  Council  undertake 
to  pay  the  Women’s  Hospital  a minimum  of  £150  per  annum. 

The  Ministry  of  Health  wrote  in  May,  asking  for  further  altera- 
tions to  be  made  at  the  Home,  and  these  have  been  carried  out. 

The  Committee  have  had  frequently  under  consideration  the 
question  of  further  provision  for  Maternity  cases,  especially  in  con- 
nection with  the  proposal  of  the  Committee  of  the  Women’s  Hospital 
to  adapt  and  equip  premises  in  Buckingham  Road  for  a new  hospital. 

The  suggestion  has  been  made  to  all  the  Councils  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, who  are  responsible  lor  Maternity  work,  that  they  should 
engage  certain  beds  in  the  new  hospital  and  pay  the  proportionate 
share  of  the  cost  of  building,  etc.  Representatives  of  the  Hove 
M.  and  C.W.  Committee  attended  conferences  on  this  proposal  in 
1919  and  1920  ; the  Council  has  now  resolved  that  having  arranged 
for  beds  in  Portland  Road,  they  cannot  see  their  way  at  present  to 
join  in  the  scheme. 

Day  Nursery. — This  is  managed  by  a voluntary  committee,  the 
expenses  being  defrayed  by  donations  and  subscriptions. 

During  the  year  1920  new  premises  have  been  purchased  and 
adapted,  with  the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  at  a cost  of 
over  £2,000.  This  has  provided  a very  excellent  nursery,  the  main- 
tenance of  which  will  be  a heavy  expense,  as  it  is  not  helped  by 
the  rates. 

III.  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (Mothers  and  Children). 

Arrangements  are  made  with  the  Queen’s  Nurses’  Association 
to  nurse  cases  of  Measles,  Diarrhoea,  Ophthalmia  and  Poliomyelitis  ; 
the  Council  pays  lor  those  who  cannot  afford  the  usual  fees. 

Puerperal  Fever. — -There  was  only  1 case  notified  ; this  was 
in  a well-to-do  family.  One  death  was  returned  as  due  to  this 
cause  ; the  case  was  not  previously  reported. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — 4 cases  were  notified  ; 6 other 

children  with  discharge  from  the  eye  were  reported  by  midwives. 
5 cases  were  nursed  ; all  recovered  without  ill  eflect. 
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Measles. — The  Health  Visitor  made  444  calls  on  cases  ; 19 

were  nursed. 

Whooping  Cough. — 14  visits  of  enquiry  were  made. 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea  was  not  severe  or  frequent  during  the  last 
summer. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Hove  Borough  Sanatorium. — This  hospital  has  separate  wrard 
blocks  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Fmteric  Fever,  Observation 
and  Tuberculosis,  and  wards  for  private  patients. 

The  total  beds  are  63  for  infectious  diseases  and  20  lor  tuber- 
culosis. 

Tuberculosis  patients  (men  only)  have  been  received  by  agree- 
ment with  the  East  and  West  Sussex  County  Councils,  who  undei- 
take  institutional  treatment  of  ah  suitable  cases  in  the  Counties, 

The  hospital  serves  not  only  the  Borough  of  Hove,  but  many 
of  the  neighbouring  districts,  including  Portslade,  Steyning  (East 
and  West),  South  wick,  Shoreham,  and  parts  of  the  West  Sussex 
(Horsham)  Combined  District. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  the 
Sanatorium. 


Table  showing  Patients  treated  during  1920. 


Disease. 

In  Sanatorium 
Jan.  1st. 

Admitted. 

Died. 

Discharged. 

Remaining 
Dec.  31st. 

Scarlet  Fever... 

10 

53 

53 

10 

Diphtheria 

11 

98 

5 

101 

o 

Enteric  Fever ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis  ... 

20 

67 

6 

65 

16 

Other  Diseases 

. 

4 

1 

3 

— 

Totals 

41 

223 

12 

9,03 

29 

Small  Pox  patients  are  received  into  the  hulking  Grange 
Hospital  under  an  agreement  with  the  Brighton  Corporation. 

Special  Acts  relating  to  Sanitary  Matters. — Those  in  force  in 
Hove  are  the  : — - 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  III.  (adopted 
1891). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Part  III.  (except 
sect.  48  and  50)  ; and  Part  IV.  (came  into,  force 
October,  1909). 

Hove  Corporation  Act,  1913. 
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Bacteriological  Laboratory. 

Specimens  examined  in  1920  : — 


For  Diphtheria — 


From  patients  in  Hove 

248 

From  patients  in  Borough  Sanatorium 

506 

From  contacts  in  Hove 

236 

From  school  children 

277 

From  patients  and  contacts  in  ad- 

joining  districts 

337 



1,604 

For  Tuberculosis — 

From  patients  in  Hove 

150 

From  patients  in  Borough  Sanatorium 

92 

From  patients  in  adjoining  districts 

22 

— . — 

264 

For  Enteric  Fever  by  Widal  test 

5 

Other  specimens  . . 

23 

Total 

1896 

Disinfection. — The  methods  in  use  are  the  same  as  in  previous 
years.  Bedding,  clothes,  etc.,  are  removed  and  passed  through 
Thresh ’s  apparatus,  in  which  current  steam  is  employed.  This  is 
at  the  Borough  Sanatorium  and  has  been  improved  by  fitting  up 
a separate  steam  boiler,  instead  of  the  furnace  beneath  the  appara- 
tus. Plans  are  being  prepared  for  a disinfecting  station  in  the 
Town,  which  will  save  much  time  and  labour  in  conveyance. 

For  disinfecting  rooms,  Formalin  solution  is  used.  Trials 
were  made  of  other  disinfectants,  on  account  of  the  injurious  effect 
of  Formalin  on  the  hands  of  the  operators,  but  the  other  solutions 
were  not  as  satisfactory. 

Disinfection  is  done  free  of  cost  alter  all  notifiable  diseases, 
and  at  a charge  which  covers  the  cost  after  other  illnesses  of  a 
septic  nature  when  it  is  asked  for  ; this  has  proved  especially 
useful  for  hospitals  and  nursing  homes. 

HOUSING. 

The  general  housing  conditions  are  the  same  as  at  the  end  of 
last  year.  24  new  houses  have  been  erected,  and  51  additional 
tenements  provided  by  alteration  of  houses  into  flats. 

The  Housing  Scheme  has  been  delayed  hitherto  ; it  is  expected 
that  building  will  begin  soon. 

Overcrowding  was  remedied  in  13  instances  ; there  are  many 
houses  still  overcrowded,  but  no  other  accommodation  can  be  found. 
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STATISTICS  FOR  1920. 

1. — GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population .. . ...  ...  ...  ...45,909 

(2)  General  death-rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11  65 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  O' 60 

(4)  Infantile  mortality  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  48 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  ...  ...  9,079 

(6)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  ...  ...  2,865 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  ...  6 


2.— -UNFIT  DWELLING  HOUSES. 

I, — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts) 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 


1,518 

574 


0 


802 


II,  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers. . . ...  ...  ...  687 

III,  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  Proceedings  'under  section  28  of  the  Housing , Town- 
Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  18 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 

dered fit — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  • • • 18 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pur- 
suance of  declarations  by  owners  of  inten- 
tion to  close 


• « 0 


e e e 


• 9 fr 


0 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

(2)  Number  ot  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 

were  remedied— 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  17  and  18  of  the  Housing , 

Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 


3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS:  None. 

The  form  of  this  Report  is  as  far  as  possible  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  who  require  in- 
formation for  themselves  on  some  matters  which  may  be  well- 
known  to  the  Council. 

In  conclusion,  I have  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Town 
Council,  and  especially  those  of  the  Sanitary  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committees  for  their  consideration  and  assistance 
in  all  matters  relating  to  the  health  of  the  Town. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

AUGUSTINE  GRIFFITH. 


Hove  Town  Hall. 

March,  1921. 


